American Lit
Name ______________________

NER  Poetry

To conclude our study of the New England Renaissance, we will take a look at a few of the poets indigenous to the land we live in.  

Here’s how we are going to do it:

· Divide up into groups or pairs.

· Each group will take an author or two.

· And share that author’s background and poetry with the class.

Partner(s) ________________________________________

Author ___________________________________________

Poem(s) __________________________________________

1. Tell us a little about the author’s background.  

2. Read the poem to the class.  (Practice how you are going to do this i.e. make sure you are familiar with the poem before read it to the class.)

3. Discuss the meaning/theme of the poem.  Include unfamiliar terms, recurring elements of structure and technique, and symbols, metaphors, or anything else you can find in it.  

4. Everyone in your group must take part speaking in the presentation.

5. Answer the questions for your poem.  This will help you understand what it is really about.  (These will be collected.  One set per group, but one person cannot answer all the questions by him or herself.)

6. After each group presents they must turn in their notes for the presentation.  (This means you need to have notes.)

7. And finally:  Be CREATIVE.  Figure out a creative way to share your author and his or her poetry with the rest of the class.  Suggestion:  google slides, etc.
**While other groups are presenting, you need to compile notes related to each author and his or her poetry. **

**William Cullen Bryant

“Thanatopsis”

**Honors Presentation (all three work together)
Oliver Wendell Holmes

“The Chambered Nautilus”

Group:
James Russell Lowell

“Stanzas on Freedom”

Group:
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“The Village Blacksmith”

Group:
John Greenleaf Whittier

“Telling the Bees”

Group:
