Beowulf – Epic Poem Assignment

An epic poem is one that tells the story of a hero and his exploits. There are several different kinds of epics – some celebrate one grand adventure, while some span the life of a hero. In Beowulf, the entire life of the epic hero is related through the telling of three fantastic battles.  An epic is a long journey, consists of many episodes, and traces the development of the hero and all that help or hinder him. Through the course of the epic the hero will change and grow.

There are all kinds of heroes, in all walks of life. Heroes can be fictional and super-heroic; they can also be real-life people who just stand out by fulfilling a dream, or enabling others to fulfill a dream. Real-life heroes can also be tragic, suffering some great downfall to serve as an example to us all of what not to be. 

Your assignment is to write an epic poem. This poem should tell the story of a hero. At its minimum, your story should fulfill the five basic elements of plot: 1) it should have an exposition that introduces the setting, characters, and conflict; 2) the rising action should develop the conflict, creating more tension; 3) the climax is the turning point of the story, where the hero either overcomes the conflict on the path to fulfilling his or her destiny, or succumbs to the conflict and creates tragedy; 4) the falling action should resolve any issues or subplots created in the rising action, and return the hero to home; and 5) the resolution should directly address the main conflict.

It should also be divided into three basic episodic sections, aligned with the epic hero’s journey: 1) the departure, 2) the journey, and 3) the return. Depending on the length of your poem, there may be any number of sub-sections or episodes. 

As we discussed when we began reading Beowulf, the epic poem usually follows the formula of the “epic hero’s journey.” Review the steps of the hero’s journey we discussed in class, and try to incorporate them into the plot of your epic poem. Keep in mind that the steps of the journey can be both physical and psychological, and both literal and figurative. A battle can be a literal hand-to-hand conflict, or a psychological dilemma with the self. 

Sound complicated?  Where do you begin?  
· Choose or create a hero – you must give your hero superhuman qualities like Beowulf
· Follow the Hero’s Journey
·  – what quest will he undertake?
· Just as Beowulf is based on religious views, your hero also must represent his cultural and spiritual background.

· Minimum length: 50 lines
· DUE DATE:  Wednesday, February 17th





A note about poetry: it is what it is. Poetry is subjective. However, we have been learning all about alliterative verse, so here’s your options:
· You can give it rhyme, rhythm, and meter. Or, it can be free-verse in its truest sense. It’s up to you. 
· Are you up to the challenge of rhyming couplets, etc.? Or, do you just want to tell the story?

What devices must you include?
· Alliterative verse, of course!  It may take the form of alliteration, consonance, assonance.  While you do not have to include this form in every line (like your Boast), it should be in at  least one-third of your poem.  

Format – What should it look like?
· Look at Beowulf.  It should look like poetry – even if it’s free verse
· Suggestion:  type single-spaced, extra space between divisions
· Make sure you have a title




Where to Start????

Not sure how to do this??? Consider this formula (each bullet could be a line, or could be a stanza, up to you!!): 

Part One: Exposition 
· Explain when this story originates 
· Explain where this story originates 
· State the name of the hero, (and maybe where he originates from) 
· Describe the hero physically 

Part Two:  Character Development and the Challenge (Quest)
· What great things has this hero done? Consider: 
· Physical challenges
o Political Challenges
o Psychological Challenges 
· What great threat does the hero face? Is it a challenge directly to the hero, or is he/she defending someone or something else? 
· Does the hero have a weakness? 

Part Three: The Enemy 
· Who or what is the antagonist? Develop the antagonist as you did the hero: 
· Origin
o Physical traits
o Upbringing and goals or aspirations 

Part Four: The Rising Action 
· Develop the problem, explain why the task is progressively more challenging. 
· Does the antagonist directly or indirectly challenge the hero? 
· How does the hero become more invested in the challenge? Threat to life? Legacy? Family? The world? 
· How does the tension build towards the final challenge between the hero and the antagonist? 

Part Five: The Climax and Falling Action 
· How does the hero become fully prepared for this challenge? 
· What is the nature of the challenge? What role does the hero’s weakness play? 
· What is the weakness of the antagonist? 
· Who wins this final challenge and why? 
· What are the implications for others? How does this affect the hero’s family, friends, and community? 


Part Six: The Resolution 
· Consider Part two again: how has that challenge been resolved? 
· What is the legacy the hero leaves behind? 
· Does anyone die? If so, is it a happy death, the end of a life of fulfillment, or are issues left unresolved? 
· Potential for a new challenge? 
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