Cry, the Beloved Country Assignment
Reading Assignment: 
Read Alan Paton’s Cry, The Beloved Country per the reading schedule.

In order to understand the historical context of the book, it is important that you read the Introduction to the novel.  We will research the background of Apartheid as well as read other excerpts and poetry that deal with Apartheid and the culture of South Africa. 

Setting: 

This novel takes place in South Africa during the 1940s, and centers on the experiences of a black minister named Stephen Kumalo. Much of the story is set in the big city of Johannesburg, which is the economic center of the nation, but parts of the story are set near Ixopo, Kumalo’s home in the countryside, where a more traditional lifestyle is valued.  This novel was written as Apartheid (a system of complete separation between the races) was being instituted in South Africa.  Blacks were sorely mistreated in all aspects of life.  This powerful tale deals with not only with racial issues, but even more so with what lies at the heart of human nature, whether black or white.  You will be exposed to both Zulu and Afrikaner words, which are languages of the major black and white “tribes” in South Africa; for help, utilize the glossary in the back of the book.To learn more about this fascinating country, including its rich history and mix of cultures, visit the following website:http://www.southafrica.info/ess_info/sa_glance/history/history.htm
Project Assignment 
Keep a journal and produce a map.


Trace the movements, and more importantly, the thoughts of Reverend Stephen Kumalo throughout the novel through a map and journal.  A double-entry journal means that each page of the journal is split – on the top of the page, you quote important passages directly from the novel, and on the bottom of the page, you record Reverend Stephen Kumalo’s thoughts about the event or idea that was quoted.  The order of the journal entries should correspond in order with his travels in South Africa, which you will document on the map.

Requirements:

Journal
· There can be no fewer than 10 journal entries (one page per entry) (HONORS: 15)

· Each journal entry includes a passage from the novel (in quotes, with a reference to the correct page number) on the top of the page, and a response from Reverend Kumalo on the bottom of the page to whatever is referenced in the passage. These should be thoughts beyond what you find in the book. 

· You are writing as if you are Reverend Kumalo, so write the responses in first person, as if it is truly his journal.  The responses should reflect depth of thought and not just rephrase the quote.  Make each page unique – or, at least, do not repeat the exact same thoughts from journal entry to journal entry.

· The passages from the book should be single-spaced and in ital when you type it.  Be sure to include the page number (yes, MLA format, but just use ital and not quotation marks).

· The entries from Reverend Kumalo should be double-spaced and take up the rest of the page

· The entries must be typed in Times New Roman, 12 font, and the ENTIRE page must be used for each entry.

· Put the entries together in an actual journal that you create – you may use paper, cardboard, cloth, or any other appropriate material to create the journal.  The journal cannot exceed regular 8 ½ X 11 size paper. 

Map
· The last page of the journal should be a map of South Africa, on which Reverend Kumalo’s journey is marked.  Mark important cities and geographical locations on the map, as well as each point that was significant in the novel.  Make the map as colorful as possible. Do not just draw the whole thing in pencil. 

· The map, and overall journal, must be visually appealing.  It should show the story of Kumalo’s journey.

