Expository Writing

Independent Reading Projects (SSR Novels)


For each quarter, you will choose a novel for an independent reading project.  This novel will need to be at grade level, appropriate for school, and be approved by your teacher.  By the due date (see Due Dates), you will need to have completed the novel and completed one of these assignments.  Please note: you may only do a project once.

 Option #1:  
Imagine that you have been given the task of conducting a tour of the town in which the book you read is set. Create a PowerPoint describing the homes of your characters and the places where important events in the book took place. Be creative! You will present to the class.

Option #2: 
Interview a character from your book. Write at least ten questions that will give the character the opportunity to discuss his/her thoughts and feelings about his/her role in the story. However you choose to present your interview is up to you.

Option #3:
Write a character diary, writing at least six journal entries (of 200+ words) as if you are the main character in the story. Write down events that happened during the story and reflect on how they affected the character and why.  Decorate the diary based on the character!

Option #4:
Write a poem about one of the characters. It should be at least 20 lines and provide in-depth details only provided through reading (basically, a character analysis/sketch)

Option #5:
Create a Top Ten List in which you write and illustrate events and ideas you have learned from the book. 

Option #6
Choose a significant scene from the novel and do an artistic interpretation: paint, etc.  Please note that a simple pencil drawing is not satisfactory. 









Grading:

Each project will be graded individually, with one project due for each of the remaining three quarters.   Each one is worth a quiz grade.

I will not have a rubric for every one of these projects, but I will have common expectations for them.  I will be looking for clear effort, insight, creativity, quality design, and clear evidence of knowledge of the book.  Make sure you are clear on the expectations for the projects you choose.  You will lose points for any missing sections.


Due Dates:

***Quarter 2:  December 1 – You have this assignment already***

Quarter 3:  February 17

Quarter 4:  May 12
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