
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
You will read the novel To Kill a Mockingbird for your required summer reading.  There are two 
parts to the Summer Reading Assignment.  Everyone completes Part I.  If you wish to be 
considered for Honors, you must choose the Honors Essay option. 
 
Part I Due Date:  First day of school, August 30th 
Part II Due Date: Thursday, September 1 
 
Part I:   In your new google folder (yes, you need to create a new google folder – please see 
the directions provided) please answer the following for each character – label TKAM 
Characters.  You do not need complete sentences, but please be thorough.   Also, please print 
out a copy for yourself to aid in class discussion. 
 
Include: 

• A physical description 
• Description of character’s personality 
• Relationship to other characters 
• Conflicts with other characters and how s/he resolved them 
• Obstacles s/he faces AND how s/he overcomes them 

 
Characters: 

• Scout Finch 
• Jem Finch 
• Atticus Finch 
• Calpurnia 
• Boo Radley 
• Walter Cunningham (son) 
• Mr. Walter Cunningham (father) 
• Dill Harris 
• Bob Ewell 
• Miss Maudie Atkinson 
• Aunt Alexandra 
• Mayella Ewell 
• Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose 
• Nathan Radley 
• Dolphus Raymond 

 
Part II:  If you are college prep, complete Assignment #1; if you wish to be considered 
for Honors, please complete Assignment #2. 
 
Assignment #1:  Choose two (2) of the following questions and answer in a well-developed 
analytical paragraph (remember the format?  Thesis statement; 2-3 sentences of summary; 



integrate a well-chosen quote (MLA format); 2-3 sentences of relevant analysis (not summary!); 
closing sentence).  Type in your google folder and label TKAM Writing. 
 

1. How do Jem or Scout change throughout the course of the novel?  How does this 
character remain the same? 

2. What is Boo Radley’s purpose in the novel? 
3. Scout examines the question of whether people are good or evil.  What is her conclusion?  

How do you know? 
4. Explain what the author, Harper Lee, says about inequality (what is her message here?). 

 
Assignment #2 (Honors Option):  Please choose one of the following prompts and write a 5-
paragraph, C-E-C format essay (MLA format, 3rd person, etc.  You know the drill!).  You must 
include at least one quote as support for each body paragraph.  Be sure to avoid summary!  You 
are graded on your commentary/analysis.  Please note one sentence of analysis is not 
satisfactory. 
 

1. The theme of compassion. While at the trial, Scout states “it came to me that Mayella 
Ewell must have been the loneliest person in the world” (191). Is Mayella Ewell a 
character worthy of compassion?  Answer this question using specific evidence from the 
novel and providing thoughtful commentary.   Please avoid personal opinion! 

 
2. The Necessity of Empathy.  According to Atticus, “You never really understand a person 

until you consider things from his point of view – until you climb into his skin and walk 
around in it.” How is empathy toward others demonstrated or learned by characters such 
as Atticus, Scout, Jem, Dill, or Miss Maudie? 

 


